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The productivity of a port directly influences its ability to attract cargo. Who would have expected, for example, that cotton grown in California would be exported from the United States through the Pacific Northwest? For years, cotton moved through the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach. North San Joaquin Valley cotton was shipped through the ports of San Francisco and Oakland. For a few years, the Port of San Diego made an intrusion into the cotton export market, and received quite a bit of the cotton from across the Mexican border at Mexicali. Subsequently the Mexicans opened the Port of Ensenada; that ended significant cotton exports from the Port of San Diego.
So it was until several years ago, when an enterprising shipping company executive figured a way to move cotton at a very advantageous intermodal rate from West Texas up through the ports of Seattle and Tacoma. Thus, a port that never dreamed it would have cotton exports captured a large share of the trade as a result of the most-productive, least-cost intermodal innovation.
Another question is, just how unproductive can ports become when they serve a captive area of 15 million people? Is Long Beach/Los Angeles an area where a port simply cannot fail? Quite likely that is a possibility. But blessed by a neighboring competitor, each of these ports has become a vital and major intermodal link with high productivity. So competition is clearly a factor in motivating port and intermodal productivity. The ports have jointly planned for their future. The plan, called the 2020 plan, calls for reclaiming 2,419 acres of land; 500 acres will be developed outside the breakwater.
An intermodal truck-rail container transfer facility is another recent development. This facility will be able to accommodate up to eight unit trains simultaneously. It is located strategically at about the center point of a line running north joining the two harbors, Los Angeles and Long Beach, a maximum distance of 5 miles from the marine terminals, and as close as 2.5 miles to the nearest terminal in Wilmington and the northern area of the Port of Long Beach. This facility will replace the current rail intermodal terminal, which is between 25 and 27 miles from the harbor. This is the type of productive facility that the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach are developing for the accommodation of international trade.the permanent repairs would have been had they been performed elsewhere. That was the level of productivity, the quality of the work that was done.rote,e.country markets. Consultants, Inc. Christopher Redlich, Jr., Marine Terminals Corp. Col. Nolan Rhodes (retired), Port of Corpus Christi Authority L. P. Robinson, American President Lines, Ltd. J. B. Rollison, Georgia Ports Authority Rudy Rubio, International Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Union}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Duncan Scott, Port of Long Beach Don Sheppard, International Transportation Service Paul Sorenson, URS Corporation John Verheul, Port of Oakland Thomas D. Wilcox, National Association of Stevedores}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Work Group on Implications of}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Technological and Operational}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Factors for Competition and Trade}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Clifford M. Sayre, E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co.,}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Chairman/Leader Donald Walsh, International Maritime, Inc., Rapporteur}\par }s20 Shipowner's Associations}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f9\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 J. C. Rijsenbrij, Director,}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f9\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Equipment Engineering,}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f9\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 R&D, Europe Container}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f9\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Terminus}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f9\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Richard Kusel, President,}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f9\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Canada Maritime Agencies,}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f9\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Ltd.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f9\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Calle Westman,}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f9\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Vice-President,}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f9\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 TransConsultants AB}\par }ority of Ne Jersey}\par \pard \plain \li0\ri0\sb0\sa0{\pict\wmetafile8\picw1854\pich1765\picwgoal1051\pichgoal1000
